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Proposition:  Because God is faithful in establishing his Kingdom, we faithfully share the good news of his 
kingdom with others.    
FCF:  Living without resurrection hope. 
RHF:  Through his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the promised Kingdom of 
God.     
 
Introduction:   
Today marks the conclusion of our Eastertide series, entitled “Stories of the Kingdom.” For the last four 
weeks we’ve used this time to discover how Jesus’ parables concerning the Kingdom came to fruition in 
the book of Acts.  And we’ve seen how the gospel triumphed through the faithful witness of God’s people.   
Today’s text concerns the story of Paul in Rome and we’ll discover Paul uses his adverse circumstance to 
proclaim gospel.  And in so doing renew our call to faithfully witness this good news which is now 
entrusted to us as God’s people (Blank).   
 
How did get to Rome?  Willingness to Suffer for the Name of the Lord 
Recall after Paul’s conversion, Ananias is reluctant to go to him because of his reputation as a persecutor 
of the church but the Lord says to Ananias, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name 
before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.  For I will show him how much he must suffer for the 
sake of my name.”  Three missionary journeys later, Paul returns to Caesarea with full intent to go to 
Jerusalem.  And his friends know this isn’t a good idea.  So, here’s Paul visiting Phillip and Agabus shows 
up takes Paul’s belt and ties himself up speaks prophetically, ‘This is how the Jews at Jerusalem will bind 
the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.”  Luke tells us when they heard 
this, they begged Paul not to go to Jerusalem.  Paul responds, “what are you doing, weeping and breaking 
my heart?  For I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 
Jesus.”  Paul, echoed the words of the Lord to Ananias, he knew it was the Lord’s will for to suffer in Jesus’ 
name. To which they all respond, “Let the will of the Lord be done.”    
 
Sure enough, Paul goes to Jerusalem, he’s arrested in the temple for speaking against the people and the 
law.  And after appearing to the council, the Lord stands by him and says, “Take courage, for as you have 
testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.” In all of Paul’s sufferings the 
Lord never abandoned him.  (Blank) He was with Paul as he endured 3 court trials and 2 years in prison 
before boarding a ship to Rome on an appeal to Caesar.  And the trip was brutal; storm at sea, 
shipwrecked.  Arrived on the Island of Malta: Paul is bitten by a viper but doesn’t die.  Through it all, the 
Lord remained by Paul’s side as he answered Paul’s prayers for the healing on behalf of others on that 
Island. They depart Malta after 3 months, stopped at Syracuse (stayed 3 days), Rhegium, sailed up the 
coast of Puteoli:  met some believers and stayed with them.  Finally, they made it to Rome where they 
were greeted by the saints.  Verse 15 just blows me away, after all Paul endured, he thanked God and took 
courage.  The very thing the Lord told him to do while in Caesarea.  In v.16, Luke writes, “And when we 
came into Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who guarded him.”  But this faithful 
follower of Christ was not alone, the Spirit of God was with him. 
 
(Blank) Transition:  So, here’s Paul, under house arrest, chained to a Roman guard.  You’d think he’d take 
some serious time off after the brutal journey.  But he only waits three days then calls for a meeting with 
the local Jewish leaders.   
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The Meeting:  Proclaiming the Hope of the Resurrection   
Paul opens the meeting and says a mouthful, “Brothers, though I had done nothing against our people or 
the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 
18 When they had examined me, they wished to set me at liberty, because there was no reason for the death 
penalty in my case. 19 But because the Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar—though I had no 
charge to bring against my nation. 20 For this reason, therefore, I have asked to see you and speak with you, 
since it is because of the hope of Israel that I am wearing this chain.”  What’s Paul doing?  He’s using 
inclusive language (Brothers, our people, customs of our fathers) in assuring these leaders he’s a faithful 
Jew… He’s saying there’s no reason to look at me sideways, I’ve done nothing against our people, I have 
nothing against them and the Romans have nothing against me.   But here’s the deal, I’m in these chains 
because I believe that the hope of Israel; what our people have been longing for has already come in the 
person and work of Christ.  Paul gets to the bottom line without hesitation because this was why he was 
sent to Rome.  To declare to these men and all whom the Lord placed in his path that the hope of Israel 
has been fulfilled through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  This is nothing new for Paul.       
 
In Acts 23:6:  Standing before the council he said, It is with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the 
dead that I am on trial.”  Acts 24:15: Before Felix the governor, having a hope in God, which these men 
themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of the just and the unjust.” Acts 26:6-8, 23:  Before 
Agrippa: “And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in the promise made by God to our fathers.  To 
which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly worship night and day.  And for this hope I am 
accused by Jews, O king.  Why is it though incredible by any of you that God raises the dead?     
 
Transition: (Blank) This is the source of contention between Paul and his countrymen; his dogged belief 
in the resurrection of Jesus as Messiah and Lord.  The leaders have no knowledge of what Paul is saying 
and the drama surrounding his arrival but they desire to hear more about his views regarding this “sect” 
of Christianity because nothing good is being spoken of it.  So, they set a day to hear Paul again and we’re 
told they show up in greater numbers on the return visit.   
 
Message:  Testifying to the Kingdom of God through Jesus Christ 
In v.23, Paul uses this follow up meeting to show these Jewish leaders how the promised kingdom and 
Jesus come together1 and time is not an issue as he spends all day making his case from the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets.  Lemme go on a brief tangent on what that may have looked like from the Old and New 
Testament: (Blank) When we open the scriptures, we see the theme of kingship permeates the story line 
of redemptive history.  Beginning in the garden, God created our first parents and empowered them to 
rule under him as his vice regents.  And through his sovereign power, he delivered his people from slavery 
and gave them his law requiring their obedience…  But what do we see?  The repeated rebellion of God’s 
people against his sovereign kingship.  We recall in 1 Sam 8, the people demand a king like the other 
nations.  Samuel is distraught but the LORD tells him, it’s not you they’ve rejected but they have rejected 
me as king over them.  As Israel’s history unfolded under the rule of kings, God’s people continued to 
rebel, leading to captivity and exile.  And the repeated failure of these human kings sparked hope through 
the prophets of a future messianic king from the line of David who would redeem Israel.2   
 
And when we open the gospel, here’s Jesus preaching the good news of this long-awaited kingdom: “The 
time3 is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.  (Blank) And he 
remained faithful to the declaration and demonstration of the kingdom all the way to the cross where he 
was crucified and buried but he raised to new life… This where our Christian hope is found...in the 
resurrection.  So, we turn to Luke’s gospel, chap 24, Jesus is now raised from the dead and he joins two 
men who were walking to the village of Emmaus.  They were dejected because three days had passed 
since this some “mighty prophet” died who they believed was the redeemer of Israel.  Just then Jesus 
revealed himself to these men and said, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
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have spoken, was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory.”  With 
that, Jesus began with Moses and all the prophets and interpreted to them all the scriptures concerning 
himself.   (Blank) See, for them the redemption of Israel meant liberation from the yoke of Rome. But what 
they learned was Jesus didn’t come to establish an earthly kingdom but a spiritual one characterized by 
the redemptive reign of God in the hearts of his people (both Jew and Gentile) and the only entrance into 
this eternal kingdom is through repentance and faith. 
 
Now back to the story….  On this Day, Paul does the same thing as our Lord in making his case.  He draws 
from the Law of Moses and the prophets in showing Jesus as the hope of Israel.  And in v.24, some were 
convinced but some disbelieved and this led to further disagreement among the leaders. And as they were 
filing out the door, Paul gives them one last word of prophecy, concerning their hardness of heart:  “The 
Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet, “Go to this people, and say, “You 
will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive.”  For this people’s heart 
has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed; lest they should see 
with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.”  
Therefore, let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.”  
(Blank) What took place in that house was just another example of God’s chosen people hardening their 
heart to the good news of the gospel, swinging the door of judgment wide open for their unbelief.  And as 
we’ve seen repeatedly in Paul’s ministry,4 opening the door of salvation for Gentiles to hear and believe in 
the gospel.  And that door still remains wide open in our world to this very day for all people to hear and 
in believe the gospel as we await the return of our Lord.     
 
Transition:  Before he ascended, Jesus declared to the apostles they would be his witnesses in Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth. And by God’s grace, Paul made it to Rome.  And now by the 
same grace of God the baton has been handed to us (Christ’s church) to continue witnessing this good 
news of the gospel wherever the Lord sends us.  As we do this, lemme offer 2 things by way of 
encouragement this morning. 
 
Our Hope in the resurrection: 
What distinguished Paul from his fellow Jews was his hope in the resurrection and he sought every 
opportunity to proclaim this truth.  (Blank) The Resurrection of Christ is the focal point of Christianity 
and marks the beginning of a new creation. Christ’s victory over sin and death speaks of our victory over 
the enslaving power of sin.  And since we’re alive in him, we live in confident hope that one day our 
physical bodies will be resurrected at his return.  When Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, he made an 
astounding claim, 1 Cor 15:14, “And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your 
faith is in vain.”  Simply put, if Christ’s body remains in the grave, every expression of our faith is untrue 
and useless.  
 
(Blank) For Paul it was all or nothing.  He didn’t say, hey if this isn’t true at least you lived a good life.  No, 
he’s clear that if our hope in Christ extends only for this life, Christians are to be most pitied.  In other 
words, people should feel sorry for us because the Christian life is a fairy tale.  But the Christian life is not 
a fairy tale…it’s a life of eternal hope because of the truth of the resurrection.  Therefore, our lives have 
true meaning now because of our hope in the life to come.  So, let’s use this Eastertide season to renew 
our hope in the resurrection of our Lord. If Paul could take a stand in such adverse circumstances, how 
much more us who are free to move about in our individual contexts and interact with whomever the 
Lord places in our path.  And we can do this because the hope of the resurrection serves as the fuel for 
our faithful witness through the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit.  If we’ve anchored ourselves in 
Christ’s resurrection from the dead, we can’t help but share it with others.    
    
Our Call as Faithful Witnesses:   
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We read from Psalm 145, where David speaks of the greatness of the LORD and exclaims, “I will extol you, 
my God and King and bless your name forever and ever.”  And as he continues to praise the LORD, he says in 
v.10 and following, “All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your saints shall bless you, They 
shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power.”  (Blank) This was true of Paul, by God’s 
grace, he endured all the physical torment and stress in order to speak of the glory of the kingdom.  And 
after all that hardship and sacrifice, we read some were convinced but others disbelieved.  Gotta ask the 
question. Was it worth it?  Amen, yes it was!!  Even if only one believed!! Or none...because the gospel still 
went forth.   
 
As Kingdom citizens, the same faithfulness is required because it’s our turn to witness this precious 
gospel message others.  And for some of us it may entail hardship and sacrifice.  And there’s no doubt 
we’ll encounter situations where some are receptive to the good news while others remain hardened in 
unbelief.  But we leave that up to the LORD and speak to the glory of his kingdom.  See, answering the call 
to serve as faithful witnesses means that we understand the gospel will not be heard unless it is 
proclaimed by the one who is sent.  So, where is the Lord sending you this week?  He sent Paul to Rome, 
stood by him and told him to take courage and Paul did.  In the same way, the Lord is with us and through 
his holy spirit he exhorts us to take courage and faithfully witness his good news.  Through prayer, the 
Holy Spirit will grant us what we need.  He will give us the right combination of love and boldness to 
speak the truth of God’s word to those who are in desperate need of a savior.   
 
Conclusion:  
Luke closes by telling us Paul stayed in Rome for another two years at his own expense, welcoming all 
who came to him (Jew or Gentile).  And he proclaimed the kingdom of God with all boldness and without 
hindrance.  Church, this tells us once again that the gospel triumphed through the faithful witness of God’s 
people.  Paul simply transformed his rented quarters into a mission outpost for gospel activity by 
receiving and sending.  Those who visited heard the gospel and were sent out to share the gospel.  And 
isn’t it mind blowing to think that we have four letters written by Paul during this imprisonment; 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon. All written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and 
still serve to instruct, lead and guide us in our relationship with the Lord and one another.  Church, we 
have been blessed beyond measure through the providential hand of the Lord at work in the lives of those 
who came before us and now in our lives.  So today we stand on the hope we have through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and endeavor to faithfully witness the truth of this inaugurated 
kingdom because we are servants of the holy king and may he find us faithful toward that end.      
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